VIEWPOINT

February 2003

And The Winner Is………….

When outgoing Illinois Governor George Ryan announced that he would empty out death row on January 11, 2003, he earned the cheers of anti-death penalty advocates and the jeers of prosecutors, police officers, murder victims’ families and politicians.  With only hours left in his term, he cleared out Death Row by commuting to life in prison (without parole) the sentences of 164 condemned inmates and reducing the sentences of three others.

A University of Illinois law professor, Francis Boyle, plans to nominate George Ryan for the Nobel Peace Prize.   Nobel nominations must be submitted by February 1st and winners are announced by November 15th. The award is given to individuals or groups who promote peace and benefit mankind.

Do you agree with George Ryan’s 

decision to grant blanket clemency? 

Do you believe George Ryan’s nomination for 

the Nobel Peace Prize is justified?

Please respond by e-mail to lizvanderwoude@cwalocal4250.org no later than February 20, 2003.

VIEWPOINT

January 2003 Responses

Are you willing to Fight Back and Take A Stand if your employer demands that you and / or retirees pay for Healthcare?
I’m interested as well as Debbye Horne and Carolyn Wood from the Harvey DA office.

(Submitted by C. Marshall, Harvey DA)

I will Take A Stand for healthcare.

(Submitted by G. Gabe, Lansing DA)

I am writing in regards to a posting I saw at work about our healthcare costs.  And I am willing to Take A Stand and fight back if SBC demands that employees and retirees have to pay for our healthcare benefits.

(Submitted by M. Ackmann, Harvey DA)

I noticed the Lucent tentative agreement covers Healthcare issues, increase of co-pay to 20$ from 10 isn’t so bad.  Mental health though, co-pay kicks in at 5th visit instead of 10th visit, I’m not sure, but this could persuade folks that need behavioral treatment not to seek it…I mean face it, often times 10 sessions was enough to get you feeling better toward recovery.  Or at least at the beginning we were under the illusion to think 10 sessions and we should be good as new.

The co-pay on non-generic drugs is steep.  With the new premium rate that Lucent employees will be dishing out, will they at least get to sue the drug maker, regardless of the Homeland Security Bill?  The Homeland Security Bill 500 pages has the addition of protecting Eli Lily from extreme law suits, they make a vaccine HIB I think it is that has been determined to cause Autism in SOME children.

(Submitted by C. Clingman)

