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One Year From Now…….

A great deal is at stake for working people in next year’s presidential elections.  America’s economy is not working for our families.  One out of every five workers has lost a job since 2000 – yet this national economic emergency has been ignored. Retirement security and the health care crisis have not been addressed.  Every week President Tisza is finding more of OUR jobs being outsourced to foreign countries.  We see new attacks on basic job rights including overtime pay and a workers’ right to join a union.  Families are feeling the pinch. Choices are being made every day that favor the wealthy over the workers who are the backbone of America.  We are the American worker and we need a president who will hear our concerns and will lead us on issues we live every day.

Know the candidates who are running in the presidential elections.  Listen to what they have to say, and then make a knowledgeable decision.  The choice is YOURS!!!

Carol Moseley Braun

Has served as a United States Senator and U.S. Ambassador, as well as County Executive Officer, State Representative and Assistant Majority Leader, and Assistant United States Attorney.  During her career she has been a leader on issues including repairing crumbling schools and pension benefits for widows. Her extensive and constructive legislative record reflects her commitment to social justice and good government.  She feels we need to rebuild America both physically and spiritually.

Howard Dean

Upon graduation from medical school, Dean shared a medical practice with his wife in Burlington, Vermont.  He began his political career serving in the Vermont State House from 1982 to 1986.  Elected as lieutenant governor in 1986, he assumed the position of governor with the death of then-governor Richard Snelling in 1991.  Re-elected for five additional terms, Dean served the people of Vermont as governor for twelve years.

John Edwards

As a young man, Edwards worked with his dad in North Carolina’s textile mills.  The first in his family to attend college and law school, Edwards spent nearly 20 years fighting for families against powerful opposition.  In the US Senate, Edwards has fought for important issues: healthcare, corporate responsibility, and homeland security.  He’s running for president because he wants to be a champion for regular Americans and lead a government that values and honors work over wealth.

Dick Gephardt

The proud son of a Teamster, Dick Gephardt grew up in the same working class neighborhood on the south side of St. Louis, Missouri that he has represented for over 26 years in the US Congress.  He served as the House Democratic Leader for 13 years and has a lifelong history of fighting for issues that matter most to working families: good jobs, fair wages, and a level playing field.  As president, he will make health care affordable for all Americans and create a universal pension plan to follow workers from the moment they are born to the moment they retire.

Bob Graham

Bob Graham has represented the people of Florida in public life for over 35 years.  Beginning as a State Representative in 1966. He then served as State Senator from 1970 to 1978.  Graham was elected Governor of Florida in 1978 and served in that capacity until his election to the US Senate in 1986/ in his 3 terms as Senator, he has served on a variety of committees including the Finance and Intelligence Committees.

John Kerry

Courage, character and commitment define John Kerry’s service to our country.  He volunteered for the Navy in Vietnam, spoke out when he returned home, and fought the tough fights on education, energy independence, the environment and national security in the US Senate.  John Kerry does what’s right, not what’s easy, and he has the vision to make America stronger, safer and more secure at home and at school.

Dennis Kucinich

Dennis Kucinich first came to national prominence when he was elected mayor of Cleveland in 1977 at the age of 31 and led the fight to save the city owned Power Company.  He returned to political office as Ohio State Senator in 1995. Elected to the US House of Representatives in 1996, he is now serving in his fourth term.  As co-chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, Kucinich has worked tirelessly for the social and economic interests of working families.

Joe Lieberman

Throughout his public life – whether representing his community of New Haven, Connecticut in the state legislature, fighting for the people of his state as Attorney General, serving 14 years in the US Senate, or running for Vice President in 2000 alongside Al Gore – Joe Lieberman has strongly supported men and women, always fought to protect the right to organize, and has stood up to safeguard worker protections.

Al Sharpton

Rev. Al Sharpton is running for the Democratic presidential nomination on a platform of adding new rights to the Constitution: the right to vote; the right to a public education of equal high quality; and the right to health care of equal high quality.  

Who Will You Be Voting For Next Year?

Please respond by e-mail to lizvanderwoude@cwalocal4250.org no later than September 20, 2003.
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What does Labor Day Mean To You?

Yesterday, September 1, 2003 (Labor Day), I was at the Labor Day Parade in Rockford, IL.  This has been a family tradition as back as I can remember.  Anyways just to see the 22 different International Unions represented in the city of Rockford, lets me know there still hope for union membership.  Even though Communications Workers of America, last local was dissolve in Rockford per the closing of the AT&T office, October 1994, we are still alive here in the Chicago land area.  There was also an article in the Rockford Monday newspaper about Union membership shows local increase.  The growth, which goes against the national trend, is mostly in the service sector.  Union membership increase locally from 12 percent in the mid 1980’s to 17 percent today.  But again, this growth has been mainly in the service and government sectors.  The American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees had membership in the Rockford area increase by more than five-fold in the past.  On the other hand, the sluggishness of the local manufacturing sector in recent years is reflected in the falloff of the membership in the United Auto Workers union.  The biggest challenge factoring organized labor is that most of the jobs lost to foreign countries these days are union jobs.  As President Tisza continues sending us the information about the fight on sending our jobs to the foreign countries, let us continue to support in the fight!!!!

(Submitted by K. Russey-Starnes, Rolling Meadows)

