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Special to The Desert Sun
December 8, 2006

It is critical to distinguish the reform that the public seeks from the deceptive package the immigration lobby
is peddling. The Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) feels now is the time to speak out
about "true comprehensive immigration reform."

The evidence that illegal immigration and mass immigration are harming our country is overwhelming and
irrefutable. Congestion, environment, crime, health care, education - the costs are too high to continue to
bear.

Since immigration burst on the scene some 20 years ago, the term "reform" has been associated with those
who believe large-scale illegal immigration is a serious problem that needs reducing. FAIR has educated the
public the past 25 years on the need for true and comprehensive reform while opponents claimed a problem
did not exist.

Recently, the political winds have shifted. As opponents learned the majority of the American public is "pro-
reform," they tried to wrap their defense of unchecked record levels of illegal immigration as being "reform
measures" when, in fact, they will "deform" our already broken system.

True comprehensive immigration reform, as FAIR believes it to be, must adhere to this set of immutable
principles:

1) Cut the numbers. Any level of illegal immigration is unacceptable, and current legal immigrant admissions
of about 1 million people each year are entirely too many. Immigration is a discretionary public policy to
advance the interests and security of the nation.

2) No amnesty or mass guest-worker program. The 1986 amnesty was a failure; rather than reducing illegal
immigration, it led to an increase. Any new amnesty measure will further weaken respect for immigration
law. Laws against illegal immigration must be enforced. Redefining illegal aliens as "guest-workers" or
anything else is an attempt to hide the fact it is an amnesty, not reform.

3) Protect wages and standards of living. Immigration policy should not be permitted to undermine
opportunities for America's poor. The need for guest workers must be determined by objective indicators
demonstrated by rising wages. The current system accepts self-serving attestations of employers who seek
lower labor costs.

4) Upgrade interior enforcement with strong employer penalties. Employers who knowingly employ
unauthorized workers are the magnet that attracts illegal entry into the U.S. We must reform the current
system by enforcing employer sanctions and punishing employers who break the law. Punishments will be
fines, jail for repeat offenders, and loss of corporate charters. No U.S. industry has jobs in which there are
no American workers. If illegal workers are decreased over time, wages will rise to again attract American
workers. Real shortages can be met with short-term temporary foreign workers.

5) Stop special-interest asylum abuse. Reforming the refugee and asylum system means returning to the
original purpose of the program: to provide protection "because of persecution or a well-founded fear of



persecution on account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political
opinion...." America must honor its responsibilities to protect people fleeing true political persecution. Efforts
to expand those definitions to include all forms of "social persecution” invite massive fraud and endanger the
security of this nation.

6) Immigration time out. We must restore moderation to legal immigration. Beginning with the
recommendations of the Jordan Commission in 1995, we need to restrict immigration consistent with
stabilizing the U.S. population. Overall immigration must be reduced to balance migration, while permitting
nuclear family reunification and a narrowly focused refugee resettlement program. We should abolish the
extended relation preferences.

7) Equal under the law. There should be no favoritism or discrimination against anyone because of race,
color, creed, or nationality.

STORYCHAT ;C) <> Post a Comment = View All Comments

Yes, | believe Australia definitely has the right idea about immigration. If you are beyond a certain age or do not
have a job waiting for you, you cannot go there to live. | see absolutely nothing wrong with this approach.

It's so logical.

In America we have not only allowed illegals from Mexico to come here but the business sector, seeking cheap
labor, has actually encouraged them to come here. These people are a burden on the healthcare and social
support systems of this country. They send billions of dollars home to Mexico to their families and many of them
pay no taxes other than sales taxes. They also bring crime and drugs into this country. Unfortunately, this has
gone on for so long there is no way to turn back the clock or turn back the hordes of these people coming
across the border. With the government of Mexico actually pushing these people to leave the country and come
here illegally and many in this country condoning illegals coming into America | really don't see anything
changing no matter how many study groups look at the problem. It's just too late. These people are here,
having more children which automatically become US citizens.

| for one REFUSE to learn Spanish to make it easier for these people to live here.

Posted by: dhsmobiledweller on Sat Dec 09, 2006 5:29 am

| agree completely. | would like to live in Australia. The Australian govenernment has flatly said | can not just go
there and take a job that an Australia citizen is rightfully entitled too. | was told NO.

Is America to weak to say NO. It is about time. NO NO NO

Limit and restrict. Frankly there is no job available in this country that there is not a legal citizen not capable of
doing. If they dont want to work, then no more free money to them.

Posted by: retiredhotelman on Fri Dec 08, 2006 10:21 pm
Everyone has opinions on this issue. Please share them and start a healthy debate.
Posted by: JamesMeier on Fri Dec 08, 2006 9:28 pm
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