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If, as seem increasingly likely, America's centuries-long run as a constitutional democracy is in its last 
throes, so to speak, the blame for its ultimate demise will belong not just to its actual executioners in 
the Republican Reich but also to the Quisling Democrats who were too timid, and too short-sightedly 
self-serving, to lift a finger to save it.  
 
With the Republicans marching in lockstep with their would-be Fuehrer in their glory days before the 
'06 elections (treating the minority Democrats with amused contempt when they weren't ignoring 
them altogether), the hapless Democrats were down to the last tool in their emergency kit-the 
filibuster. But when the Democrats threatened to use it, the Republicans responded with a threat of 
their own: if the Democrats didn't continue to allow the Republicans to have their way without 
interference, the Republicans would simply changes the rules of the Senate (an action which itself 
required only a simple majority vote and was thus filibuster-proof) and eliminate the filibuster 
altogether.   
 
The Democrats, as usual, backed down, essentially agreeing that their party would not use the 
filibuster if the Republicans would refrain from eliminating it! Which, ironically, left the filibuster in 
place for well-nigh daily use by the Republicans as soon as the '06 elections left them in the minority. 
Showing absolutely no shame for their bald-faced hypocrisy, the Republicans overnight made 60 votes 
the automatic minimum for any legislation not approved by the Republican Reich.  
 
Now think what this means. Had the Democrats stood firm in the face of the Reich's threat to change 
the rules, either the Republicans would have backed down or they would have gone ahead and 
changed the rules. If the former, then some of the excesses of the Bush administration would have 
been prevented. If the latter-which the Reich almost certainly would have chosen, given their belief 
that the glory days of one-party rule had arrived-then the Republicans would not have been able 
throughout 2007 to routinely block bill after bill which had the support of a clear majority in the 
Senate. (And, to add insult to injury, the Reich has used the results of its own obstructionism to tag 
the Democrats with the "do-nothing" label.)  
 
In fact, though, the threat to change the rules was a pretty good bet for the Republicans either way, 
because even had the Republicans eliminated it the Democratic propensity for "reasonableness" and 
compromise probably would have led the Democrats to reinstate the cloture rule once they gained the 
majority. That's the problem: Democrats try to be reasonable and fair, while Republicans simply play 
to win. Republicans see fairness as a Democratic weakness, to be exploited at every turn. And the 
Democrats just roll over every time it happens.  
 
"Can't we all get along?" is the plaintive cry of the Democrats, who persist in thinking the 
Republicans will play by the rules. "We don't want to start any unpleasantness," the 
Democrats say, as they once again take impeachment off the table-just as they previously 



declined to pursue it over Arms-for-Hostages and Iran-Contra-while the Republicans 
gleefully use it as a political weapon as they impeach Bill Clinton for lying about his 
inability to keep his pants zipped up.  
 
The answer is "No, goddamn it, we can't all get along." Not when one side is determined 
to win by any means, fair or foul, and the other dithers about like a bunch of effete 
debate-society wusses. There's no point in bleating about the Marquis of Queensbury's 
Rules when the other guy is beating the hell out of you with a tire iron.  
 
As long as the Democrats persist in playing Little Miss Goodie Two-Shoes to the 
Republicans' Schoolyard Bully, the Republicans are going to eat our lunch every day.  
 
We don't deserve to win if we don't want to win, and if we want to win we ought to be 
willing to stand up for the things we believe in, instead of running off and wetting 
ourselves every time a Republican says "Boo!"  
 
And we start by pursuing impeachment against both Bush and Cheney. The case for the impeachment 
of each of them is as clear as the smirk on Bush's face (and the sneer on Cheney's), and if we don't 
pursue it we will be giving the next Republican president a blank check to complete the corporatization 
of America.  
 
We have been ratcheting our way toward tyranny ever since Gerald Ford pardoned Richard Nixon, 
signaling that subversion of the Constitution is not something that any Republican president should 
ever be held accountable for.  
 
Perhaps this trend can be reversed, but not if we don't do something and do it now. If we don't, then 
subsequent presidents will lay claim to all the powers Bush has usurped without challenge from 
Congress, not even from this Democratic Congress. And who will oppose their claim then, if we do 
nothing now? Doing nothing is simply no longer an option. Even something as simple as going to 
http://wexlerwantshearings.com/ and adding your voice to Rep. Robert Wexler's call for hearings is a 
step in the right direction.  
 
The stakes are simply too high for us to dither any longer. We dodged the bullet in '06. No rational 
observer of the way things were trending before that election can have held much hope for the 
survival of democracy in America had that election gone the other way. But '06 was a respite, not a 
rescue, and the Democratic Party seems determined to blow this last chance, as it has blown so many 
others, by its blithe indifference to the fact that the drowning man that is Democracy in America is 
going down for the third time.  
 
As he was leaving Independence Hall on the last day of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, 
Benjamin Franklin was asked, "Well, Doctor, what have we got-A Republic or a Monarchy?" Franklin 
replied, "A Republic, if you can keep it."  
 
If we can keep it, indeed. 

http://wexlerwantshearings.com/





	"A Republic, if you can keep it"
	By Guy M. Townsend, PDAmerica.org Editor�December 30, 2007


