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II. House Pick-Ups Put Trade Message Front and Center
Preliminary Findings (Races with Final Results as of 3 PM 11-19-08)

HOUSE-LEVEL FAIR-TRADE GAINS
One-hundred and fourteen monitored

House Republican incumbents vs. Democratic challengers
Fifty-six monitored

State-
District

GOP DEM Net
fair tr
gain?

Ads

Alabama-3 Mike Rogers Joshua Segall 0 5
Alaska-AL Don Young Ethan Berkowitz 0
Arizona-3 John Shadegg Bob Lord 0
California-3 Dan Lungren Bill Durston 0
California-26 David Dreier Russ Warner 0
California-45 Mary Bono Julie Bornstein 0
California-46 Dana Rohrabacher Debbie Cook 0
California-50 Brian Bilbray Nick Leibham 0
Colorado-4 Marilyn Musgrave Betsy Markey 1
Conn-4 Chris Shays Jim Himes 1
Florida-8 Ric Keller Alan Grayson 1
Florida-13 Vern Buchanan Christine Jennings 0
Florida-18 Ileana Ros-Lehtinen Annette Taddeo 0
Florida-21 Lincoln Diaz-Balart Raul Martinez 0
Florida-24 Tom Feeney Suzanne Kosmas 1
Florida-25 Mario Diaz-Balart Joe Garcia 0
Idaho-1 Bill Sali Walt Minnick 1
Illinois-3 Judy Biggert Scott Harper 0
Illinois-6 Peter Roskam Jill Morgenthaler 0
Illinois-10 Mark Kirk Daniel Seals 0
Indiana-3 Mark Souder Michael Montagano 0 2
Iowa-4 Tom Latham Becky Greenwald 0
Louisiana-7 Charles Boustany Don Cravins 0
Michigan-7 Tim Walberg Mark Schauer 1 6
Michigan-8 Mike Rogers Bob Alexander 0
Michigan-9 Joe Knollenberg Gary Peters 1 2
Michigan-11 Thad McCotter Steve Larkin 0
Minnesota-2 John Kline Steve Sarvi 0
Minnesota-6 Michele Bachmann Elwyn Tinklenberg 0
Missouri-6 Sam Graves Kay Barnes 0 1
Nebraska-2 Lee Terry Jim Esch 0
Nevada-2 Dean Heller Jill Derby 0
Nevada-3 Jon Porter Dina Titus 1 1
N Jersey-5 Scott Garrett Dennis Shulman 0
N York-29 Randy Kuhl Eric Massa 1 2
N Carolina-5 Virginia Foxx Roy Carter 0 1
N Carolina-8 Robin Hayes Larry Kissell 1 5
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N Car-10* Patrick McHenry Daniel Johnson 0 1
Ohio-1 Steve Chabot Steve Driehaus 1 1
Ohio-2 Jean Schmidt Vic Wulsin 0
Ohio-12 Pat Tiberi David Robinson 0
Ohio-14 Steve LaTourette Steve O'Neill 0
Oklahoma-1 John Sullivan Georgianna Oliver 0
Penn-3 Phil English Kathy Dahlkemper 1 3
Penn-6 Jim Gerlach Bob Roggio 0
Penn-15 Charlie Dent Sam Bennett 0 1
Penn-18 Tim Murphy Steve O'Donnell 0
S Carolina-1 Henry Brown Linda Ketner 0
S Carolina-2 Joe Wilson Rob Miller 0 2
Texas-7 John Culberson Michael Skelly 0
Texas-10 Michael McCaul Larry Joe Doherty 0
Virginia-2 Thelma Drake Glenn Nye 0
Virginia-5 Virgil Goode, also fair tr Tom Perriello8 1 2
Virginia-10 Frank Wolf Judy Feder 0
Wash-8 Dave Reichert Darcy Burner 0 2
W Virginia-2 Shelley Capito Anne Barth 0

a. Total: 13, a net gain of 12 with 32 ads

House Open Seat Races
Thirty-four monitored9

State-District GOP DEM Outgoing Rep Fair
tr
win?

Net
fair tr
gain?

Ads?

Alabama-2 Jay Love Bobby Bright Terry Everett, R 1 1 3
Alabama-5 Wayne Parker Parker Griffith Bud Cramer, D 0 0

Arizona-1 Sydney Hay Ann Kirkpatrick Rick Renzi, R 1 1

California-4 Tom McClintock Charles Brown John Doolittle, R 0 0 1
California-52* Duncan Hunter Mike Lumpkin Duncan Hunter, R 1 0

Colorado-2* Scott Starin Jared Polis Mark Udall, D 1 0

Colorado-6* Mike Coffman Hank Eng Tom Tancredo, R 0 0

Florida-15* Bill Posey Stephen Blythe Dave Weldon, R 1 1

Illinois-11 Martin Ozinga Debbie Halvorson Jerry Weller, R 1 1

Illinois-18* Aaron Schock Colleen Callahan Ray LaHood, R 0 0 1
Kentucky-2 Brett Guthrie David Boswell Ron Lewis, R 0 0 7
Maine-1* Charlie Summers Chellie Pingree Tom Allen, D 1 0

Maryland-1 Andy Harris Frank Kratovil Wayne Gilchrest, R 0 0

Minnesota-3 Erick Paulsen Ashwin Madia Jim Ramstad, R 0 0 3
Mississippi-3* Gregg Harper Joel Gill Chip Pickering, R 0 0 1
Missouri-9 Blaine Luetkemeyer Judy Baker Kenny Hulshof, R 0 0 2
New Jersey-3 Chris Myers John Adler Jim Saxton, R 1 1

8 A recount may still happen in this race, where Perriello has claimed victory.
9 Open seat races not considered competitive by Cook Political Report are marked with an *.
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New Jersey-7 Leonard Lance Linda Stender M Ferguson, R 0 0

N Mexico-1 Darren White Martin Heinrich Heather Wilson, R 1 1

N Mexico-2 Ed Tinsley Harry Teague Steve Pearce, R 1 1

N Mexico-3* Dan East Ben Ray Lujan Tom Udall, D 1 0

New York-13 Bob Straniere Michael McMahon Vito Fossella, R 1 1

New York-21 Jim Buhrmaster Paul Tonko Michael McNulty, D 1 0

New York-25 Dale Sweetland Dan Maffei James Walsh, R 1 1 1
New York-26 Chris Lee Alice Kryzan T Reynolds, R 0 0 7
Ohio-7 Steve Austria Sharen Neuhardt David Hobson, R 1 1 2
Ohio-11* Thomas Pekarek Marcia Fudge S Tubbs Jones, D 1 0

Ohio-15 Steve Stivers Mary Jo Kilroy Deborah Pryce, R 1 1

Ohio-16 Kirk Schuring John Boccieri Ralph Regula, R 1 1 2
Oregon-5 Mike Erickson Kurt Schrader Darlene Hooley, D 0 0

Penn-5 Glenn Thompson Mark McCracken John Peterson, R 0 0

Utah-3* Jason Chaffetz Benion Spencer Chris Cannon, R 1 1

Virginia-11 Keith Fimian Gerry Connolly Tom Davis, R 1 1

Wyoming-AL Cynthia Lummis Gary Trauner Barbara Cubin, R 0 0

b. Total: 20, with a net gain of 14 and 30 ads

House Democratic Incumbents Against Republican Challengers
Twenty-four monitored10

State-District DEM GOP Fair Tr
Win?

Net Fair
Tr
Change?

Ads

Arizona-5 Harry Mitchell David Schweikert 1 0

Arizona-8 Gabrielle Giffords Tim Bee 1 0

California-11 Jerry McNerney Dean Andal 1 0

Florida-16 Tim Mahoney Tom Rooney 0 0 1
Georgia-8 Jim Marshall Rick Goddard 1 0

Illinois-14 Bill Foster Jim Oberweis 1 1 1
Indiana-9 Baron Hill Mike Sodrel 0 0 1
Kansas-2 Nancy Boyda Lynn Jenkins 0 -1

Kansas-3 Dennis Moore Nick Jordan 0 0

Kentucky-3 John Yarmuth Anne Northup 1 0 1
Maryland-4* Donna Edwards Peter James 1 1

Minnesota-1 Tim Walz Brian Davis 1 0

Mississippi-1 Travis Childers Greg Davis 1 1 2
N Hampshire-1 Carol Shea-Porter Jeb Bradley 1 0

New York-20 Kirsten Gillibrand Sandy Treadwell 1 0 1
New York-24 Mike Arcuri Richard Hanna 1 0 2
Ohio-18 Zack Space Fred Dailey 1 0

10 Open seat races not considered competitive by Cook Political Report are marked with an *. Don Cazayoux in Louisiana won a special
election but then lost the general, so no net change is recorded.
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The two representatives –
English and Hayes –
whose CAFTA vote
switches helped pass the
pact were defeated in
campaigns that focused
on their trade betrayals.

Pennsylvania-4 Jason Altmire Melissa Hart 1 0 2
Penn-10 Chris Carney Chris Hackett 1 0 4
Penn-11 Paul Kanjorski Lou Barletta 1 0

Penn-12 John Murtha William Russell 1 0

Texas-22 Nick Lampson Pete Olson 0 0

Texas-23 Ciro Rodriguez Lyle Larson 1 0

Wisconsin-8 Steve Kagen John Gard 1 0 1

c. Total: 3 new members, with a net gain of 2 and 16 ads

TOTAL (a+b+c): at least 36 NEW MEMBERS, with a net gain of minimally 28
and 78 trade ads used

As of the publication of this preliminary text, 36 new fair traders won House seats,
representing a net gain of 28 in the House’s fair-trade composition. Among the high profile
upsets of GOP anti-fair trade leaders include Democrat Kathy Dahlkemper’s defeat of Rep.
Phil English (R-Pa.), a Ways & Means Committee member and frequent practitioner of “bait-
and-switch” tactics on trade. In 2005, after repeatedly proclaiming his concerns about CAFTA11

and voting against the legislation twice in committee,12 English then switched his vote and
provided one of the two winning votes for the final legislation on the House floor. If English had
voted against CAFTA, a 216-216 tie would have resulted in the pact being rejected. At stake was

the opportunity to change the direction in U.S. trade policy that
has been punishing English’s home state of Pennsylvania, which
has lost nearly a quarter of its manufacturing jobs since
NAFTA.13 As an excuse for switching his vote, English claimed
that he had gotten Republican leadership support for a piece of
China legislation.14 But although this toothless piece of
legislation passed the House on a party-line vote just days before
the CAFTA vote, the bill, as expected, went nowhere in the

Senate. And, given President Bush’s vocal opposition, had no chance of becoming law.15

Dahlkemper’s successful campaign criticized English’s trade record, ran numerous paid trade ads
highlighting English’s trade voting record and Dahlkemper’s commitment to change,16 assailed
lack of import product safety,17 and called for renegotiation of NAFTA and CAFTA.18

Another high-profile victory for fair trade came in North Carolina, where former textile worker
Larry Kissell (D) defeated incumbent Rep. Robin Hayes (R). Hayes’ record on trade was
similar to that of English. A week before the CAFTA vote in 2005, Hayes stated that he was
“flat-out, completely, horizontally opposed to CAFTA,”19 arguing that CAFTA is an extension

11 “Hispanic Caucus, English Sound Warning On DR-CAFTA Passage,” Inside U.S. Trade, February 18, 2005; “English Says CAFTA
Passage Uncertain, Proxy Vote On Overall Problems,” Inside U.S. Trade, April 29, 2005.
12 English 2005.
13 Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics Survey, All Employees, Manufacturing Super Sector.
14 “China trade bill fails to impress US steel producers,” Financial Times, July 29, 2005. See also, AFL-CIO, “Thomas-English Bill
Offers No Real Solutions on China Trade,” July 2005.
15 “House-Backed China Trade Measures Might Die In Senate”, National Journal's Congress Daily PM, August 18, 2005.
16 http://www.kathydahlkemperforcongress.com/node/103; http://www.kathydahlkemperforcongress.com/node/103
17 http://kathydahlkemperforcongress.com/issues/trade
18 http://kathydahlkemperforcongress.com/node/97.
19 Morrill and Funk 2005.
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Across the Country, Voters Mobilized for Fair Trade

As in the 2006 elections, a bevy of fair-trade groups helped mobilize and educate voters and
candidates. Many local groups conducted “bird-dogging” operations during the election, to get
candidates for all offices and from all parties on the record in detail about their trade positions.
The Iowa Fair Trade Campaign (IFTC), a coalition of labor, farm. environmental, and religious
groups from across the early caucus state, got all of the Democratic candidates to be much more
specific about their trade platforms than ever before in a presidential race. In late December
2007, the group released written candidate statements it obtained, which covered positions on the
WTO, NAFTA-style trade pacts, Fast Track, China trade, and protection against unsafe
imports.72 (More details on the candidates’ positions below.) The IFTC had a counterpart in New
Hampshire through the Americans for Democratic Action’s Working Families Win project,
which also operated in 18 states throughout the election, focusing on trade and other pocketbook
issues.

After the early presidential primaries, the Citizens Trade Campaign expanded the primary bird-
dogging effort to Wisconsin, Texas, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Oregon. In each state, the group
obtained written answers to questionnaires enumerating candidates’ positions on an array of
trade and globalization issues, and ensuring the issues arose at numerous events featuring the
candidates. After the primaries, Citizens Trade Campaign’s Political Action Committee (CTC-
PAC) and other groups conducted an onslaught of bird-dogging in congressional races. Nearly
40 candidates responded to questionnaires from CTC-PAC or its affiliates, which allowed voters
to obtain a better understand where their candidates stood on these issues. Finally, CTC created
state-by-state materials showing that even non-manufacturing jobs like accountants and web
designers were increasingly vulnerable to offshoring.73

The AFL-CIO and Change to Win labor federations ran extensive voter education and turnout
efforts focusing on trade, as did unions such as the United Steelworkers.

The AFL-CIO spent $53 million on the election, and its member unions spent an additional $200
million. The federation focused on outreach to the white working-class male demographic.
Voters targeted by this operation – which featured messaging on how trade and economic issues
should trump racial and social concerns – received between six and 25 communications.74 The
AFL-CIO reported: “The amount of outreach we’ve done in the past year is hard to quantify, but
here are a few stats from our overall GOTV program: A 21-state presidential battleground
program...AFL-CIO union voters have received 70 million phone calls, 10 million door knocks,
57 million pieces of mail and 27 million worksite fliers focusing on economic issues; and 4,000
paid staff working on the AFL-CIO mobilization nationwide.” The AFL-CIO reported that its
community affiliate operation, Working America, also “will send out 1,000 full-time canvassers
in 11 battleground states to knock on more than 300,000 doors. Working America’s effort tops
off a year-round campaign aimed at engaging its 2.5 million members, many of whom are
Independents and moderate ‘Reagan Democrats,’ on economic issues – and who previously have

72 More details are available at http://iowafairtrade.org/.
73 http://www.wkbt.com/global/story.asp?s=9275465
74 Public Citizen interview with AFL-CIO representative, Oct. 23, 2008.
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been contacted in campaign season only through their memberships in the National Rifle
Association and evangelical institutions.75

The Change to Win (CTW) labor federation also conducted a massive election operation. Here’s
what the New York Times had to say about CTW’s get-out-the-vote operation “the federation and
its seven member unions would spend more than $150 million on national and state races. So far
this year, the federation, which represents nearly 6 million workers, has sent out 24.6 million
pieces of mail, made 31.2 million phone calls, knocked on more than 4.5 million doors and
distributed 4.8 million worksite fliers. Change to Win is concentrating its efforts in 14
battleground states: Colorado, Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada,
New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Wisconsin. The federation’s
program includes massive canvassing, with more than 1,000 full-time organizers going door to
door five days a week. The federation also has a direct mail and phone program, and an election
protection program, to help make sure that valid voters are not prevented from casting their
ballots. In addition, the federation says it helps deliver 3,000 union members each weekend to
the Obama campaign.”76

Finally, a 527 organization called Citizens for Strength and Security ran a half dozen ads on fair-
trade in Senate races, including Mississippi and North Carolina.77 The ads featured imagines of
shuttered factories with the words “NAFTA, CAFTA, China Trade” imposed as the narrator
describes the target senator’s votes in favor of those deals that “sent our jobs overseas.”78

According to government filings, the group’s ad was funded by the Service Employees
International Union, the Communications Workers of America and the Patriot Majority Fund. 79

Among the Patriot Majority Fund’s contributors are the Laborers Union, 1199 SEIU and regional
Carpenters, Teachers and other local unions.80

75 Connell 2008.
76 Greenhouse 2008.
77 http://www.npr.org/blogs/secretmoney/2008/10/citizens_for_strength_and_secu_1.html
78 http://usacss.org/
79 Evans 2008.
80 http://www.campaignmoney.com/political/527/patriot-majority-fund.asp
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III. Senate Pick-Ups Show Fair Trade Not Just a Midwest Concern

SENATE-LEVEL FAIR-TRADE GAINS
Seventeen monitored

State GOP DEM Outoing Sen, if
OPEN

Net
fair tr
gain?

Ads

Alaska Ted Stevens Mark Begich N/A 1
Colorado Bob Schaffer Mark Udall Wayne Allard 1 2
Georgia Saxby Chambliss Jim Martin N/A 0 2
Idaho* Jim Risch Larry LaRocco Larry Craig 0 1
Kentucky Mitch McConnell Bruce Lunsford N/A 0 2
Louisiana John Kennedy Mary Landrieu N/A 0
Maine Susan Collins Tom Allen N/A 0
Minnesota Norm Coleman Al Franken N/A ? 1
Mississippi Roger Wicker Ronnie Musgrove N/A 0 2
Nebraska Mike Johanns Scott Kleeb Chuck Hagel 0 1
N Hampshire John Sununu Jeanne Shaheen N/A 1 2
New Mexico Steve Pearce Tom Udall Pete Domenici 1
N Carolina Elizabeth Dole Kay Hagan N/A 1 8
Oklahoma James Inhofe Andrew Rice N/A 0 2
Oregon Gordon Smith Jeff Merkley N/A 1 9
South Dakota Joel Dykstra Tim Johnson N/A 0
Virginia Jim Gilmore Mark Warner John Warner 0

TOTAL SENATE GAIN = 6, with 32 paid ads

The outcomes in the 2008 Senate races show that no region is off limits when it comes to a fair-
trade message. Indeed, Democrats in Senate races across the country used trade and offshoring as
wedge issues to differentiate themselves from Republican candidates who supported the status
quo.

Traditionally, the margins on trade votes in the U.S. Senate have been wider than in the House,
although with the 55-45 CAFTA vote in 2005 (including every Democratic primary presidential
candidate voting against CAFTA), the popular shift against the NAFTA model resulted in the
closest Senate trade vote ever. In 2006, every Senate seat picked up by the Democrats was
picked up by a fair trader. Now, the 2008 election continues the transformation of trade
politics in the Senate, with at least six new fair traders winning Senate seats. Notably, not a
single one of these pickups comes from the Midwest, putting to rest the notion that fair-trade
campaigns are only a Rust-Belt phenomenon. This shift adds to the seven fair-trade Senate pick
ups in 2006.

In Oregon, Democrat Jeff Merkley shattered the conventional political wisdom by running and
winning as a fair trader in the Pacific Northwest. The failure of the current trade and
globalization policies was a top focus of his campaign, which ran seven paid trade ads. One in
April, for instance, featured Merkley’s blue-collar roots and promising, “As senator, Jeff
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Merkley says, “They call it free trade. The problem is,
there’s nothing free about it. And Oregon’s paid a very
heavy price, with nearly 70,000 jobs shipped overseas.
Families with no savings, no health care, and no
security. How could Washington allow American jobs to
become one of our biggest exports? I’m Jeff Merkley,
and I approve this message, because Washington is just
broken, and it’s time to set things right. [Text reads:
Change. It’s Coming. Jeff Merkley.]”

Merkley will fight to end trade deals that ship our jobs overseas.”81 Because major ports and
multinational firms like Nike, Microsoft and Boeing are located in the region, many elected
officials believe that it is impossible to espouse progressive views on trade. These same elected
officials, however, often have to struggle mightily to win reelection in statewide races in Pacific
Northwest states.

The puzzle is explained by political geography.
Politics in Oregon and Washington are divided
by the Cascade Mountain Range, and between
the northern Portland area and the southern
industrial areas along I-97. Urban voters are
typically progressive on social issues, and
service-sector oriented in economic structure –
with large firms favoring the trade status-quo
dominating the business sector. To the east and
south, farm- and working-class families –
typically with a more conservative social
outlook – abound. In the past, Democratic
candidates running for statewide office adopted
the economic-policy outlook of the
multinationals and the social-policy outlook of
west-of-the-mountains voters. This is a deadly
combination for appealing to voters east of the
mountains, who typically do not share either of
these values.

Merkley’s genius was in sensing the potential for an issue-based political realignment, since the
state’s northwestern environmentalists and southern and eastern blue-collar and farm workers
shared a common view on issues like trade – and this view was diametrically opposed to that of
the multinationals’.82 Even a year before the election, he was regularly putting out bold press
releases and television ads that went beyond the standard “job loss”-critique of trade deals. A
November 2007 press release on the Peru FTA was typical of Merkley’s efforts, criticizing the
deal as a “NAFTA-based plan” whose problems included: “Extending NAFTA’s provisions that
give foreign investors more rights than Americans to sue the federal and state governments;
Enabling foreign investors to challenge American public health, environmental, zoning and labor
protections in foreign courts; Blocking government procurement rules that require the hiring of
U.S. workers and ‘Buy American’ provisions; [and] Setting limits on food safety standards that
require the U.S. to rely on foreign regulators and inspectors.”83

Republican incumbent Sen. Gordon Smith, by contrast, not only voted against fair trade on 11
out of 11 votes since first being elected 12 years ago, but actually called attention during the
recent campaign to his anti-fair trade alignment with multinationals.84 For example, Smith’s
website accused Merkley of being “out of touch” and wanting to “shut down trade by ending

81 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=on1tQHxcccs
82 As we documented in our 2006 report, Brian Schweitzer and Jon Tester successfully employed a similar coalitional strategy in their
Montana 2004 gubernatorial and 2006 senatorial races respectively. See Tucker 2006.
83 http://www.jeffmerkley.com/2007/11/merkley_peru_de.php
84 http://www.gordonsmith.com/news/Read.aspx?ID=126


