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May Day Chicago 2011 Haymarket Martyrs Monument Rededication 
 
On May 1, 2011 the Rededication of the Haymarket Memorial brought out about several 
thousand unionists, activists and government officials including the Chief justice of the 
Illinois Supreme Court to memorialize and remind everyone that the struggle continues. 
 

 
 
The most important labor site in the world, the Haymarket Martyrs monument shines a 
guiding beacon of hope for all the world's workers. The martyrs of Chicago helped bring 
change in 1886 and we will always celebrate their sacrifice so that others may rise above 
inequality and injustice. 
 
Join the community for a celebration and remembrance the 125th anniversary of the 
Haymarket tragedy, honoring eight martyrs of the world's labor movement. 
 
International Labor Day, also known as May Day, is the most celebrated secular holiday 
in the world, except in the United States. Yet the most progressive changes in our 
country and across the world were due to labor movements. 
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2011 will mark the restoration and rededication of the Haymarket Martyrs' Monument, 
the statue of liberty for workers around the world. As a symbol of international labor 
solidarity, come together to honor our history and remember that the only way to stop 
the worldwide assault on working people by corporate greed is to stand together. 
   
"Look at this simple, yet majestic woman cast of bronze; how she presses with one hand 
the laurel wreath on the brow of the fallen hero, while, without halting, she steps 
forward into the great storm laden future whose lightening now causes the world to 
tremble. Look at this image and your hopes will be nourished, your sense will become 
keener, your hearts will be steeled!" 
(From the address by Dr. Ernest Schmidt at the dedication ceremony of June 25th, 1893) 
 
A reported 8,000 people were in attendance in 1893 as the Martyrs Monument was 
unveiled at the gravesite of six of the Haymarket Martyrs. They had come from Chicago 
and around the world to what was then known as Waldheim Cemetery. This was the 
same event at which Governor John Peter Altgeld announced his pardon of those 
Martyrs who were in Joliet State Prison.  
 
In 1971, the Illinois Labor History Society became the owner of the Monument and plot 
of land in Forest Home Cemetery. A moving ceremony was held in which the deed to the 
Monument was presented to ILHS by Irving S. Abrams, the last surviving member of the 
Pioneer Aid and Support Society which had raised the money to erect the monument. 
            
The Martyrs were unfairly convicted of inciting an unknown person to throw a bomb 
into a crowd of police ordering those gathered at Chicago's Haymarket on the night of 
May 4th, 1886, to disperse. The meeting had been called to protest consistent police 
brutality in strikes. The conviction was denounced widely throughout the world labor 
community.  
 
The monument was recognized as a National Historic Landmark by the U.S. 
Department of the Interior in 1997, and ILHS was named its official "Steward." Every 
year, the Monument is visited by many from around the world who come to pay tribute 
to the Martyrs and to recognize the historic and artistic significance of the site. 
 
By: Hyde Park Johnny 
 
The following pictures are provided by CWA Local 4250 from today’s Haymarket 
Martyrs Monument Rededication Ceremony. 
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