
January 8, 2009 
Friends/Readers: 
  
If you've read my work at all, you know I don't have a lot of good things to say about 
lots of politicians (pardon the understatement!), and I don't spend my time shilling for 
anyone simply because they have a D behind their name. So I hope you take that into 
consideration when you read what I'm about to write about an upcoming special 
election on March 3rd: 
 
You need to make a contribution to Tom Geoghegan for Congress. Right 
here, right now at: http://www.actblue.com/page/bd2010 

  
As the Washington Post reports this week, Tom is running in the March 3rd special 
election primary in Illinois' 5th district to replace Rahm Emanuel - one of the worst 
influences on Democratic politics in a generation. The idea that a lawmaker as soulless 
as Emanuel could be replaced with a progressive - any progressive - is an amazing 
thought. The idea that he could be replaced with one of the greatest living progressives 
in America is beyond amazing - it should make you contribute whatever you can right 
now. 
 
As I said to start, I don't use phrases like "one of the greatest living progressives in 
America" often - if ever. But I mean it when I say it about Tom. If you've read any of 
his award-winning books like Which Side Are You On? or The Secret Lives of Citizens, 
you know why I use superlatives to describe him. Indeed, I've written two columns 
about him in the last year, which you can read here: 
 
http://www.creators.com/opinion/david-sirota/six-little-words.html 
http://www.creators.com/opinion/david-sirota/tyranny-of-the-tiny-minority.html 
 
At a time when progressive labor and economic advocacy was seen as "uncool," Tom 
was courageously articulating a progressive vision. At a time when most political 
lawyers were cashing in and representing huge corporations - at a time when it was the 
toughest to spend a career working in the legal trenches for workers - Tom chose to 
spend his career using his law degree to represent those workers. 
 
Tom is, in short, a real inspiration - and he's a personal inspiration to me. Not only is he 
the progressive hero I've described, not only has he worked throughout his career to 
take on the most corrupt machines in Chicago politics, but he's also just about the best 
writer in the country. His writing is so good that when I read his stuff, I feel bad about 
my own writing - bad that my writing could be so much less than his. Read some of his 
writing here: 
 
http://www.prospect.org/cs/author?id=11 
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The reason his writing is so good is because he's so simultaneously brilliant, progressive 
and politically savvy - all skills that would make him a congressional powerhouse. As 
just one example, consider his idea for labor law reform - the Six Little Words. I mean, 
how brilliant is that? And hell, I was only describing secondhand what his idea is - you 
should read his writing on it, or listen to him talk about it. 
 
As you can see from Tom's announcement speech this week, his campaign is 
fundamentally about the question he asked in his famous book - the haunting question 
of the labor movement: Which Side Are You On? Tom's on our side. That sounds like a 
cliche because so many hack politicians have used that kind of rhetoric - but it's actually 
genuinely true with Tom Geoghegan. 
 
You can read more about Tom at his new campaign website at 
http://www.geogheganforcongress.com/. But after you do that I hope, as I said to 
start, you will make a contribution to Tom Geoghegan for Congress. Right 
here. Right now. Use this link to make a contribution: 
 
http://www.actblue.com/page/bd2010 
 
This race will likely be low-turnout and low-media and it will almost certainly be decided 
in the Democratic primary. That means grassroots fundraising is going to be key. Please 
throw a few bucks his way. If we had even one Tom Geoghegan in Congress, it would 
be a huge step forward for our movement. 
  
Rock the boat, 
David 
 
P.S. You can read more about Tom's congressional candidacy in Thomas Frank's Wall 
Street Journal column today. It is at  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123128772727259231.html 

-------------------- 
Order David Sirota's brand new book The Uprising: An Unauthorized Tour of the 

Populist Revolt Scaring Wall Street & Washington. The book was just released in June of 

2008. A logical follow-up to his 2006 New York Times bestseller Hostile Takeover, 

Sirota's new book uses firsthand, on-the-ground reporting far away from the national media 

spotlight to explore the most intense and successful organizing at the edges of American 

politics. To pre-order the book, go to Amazon, Barnes & Noble or Powell's Bookstore. To 

subscribe to Sirota's regular newsletter, go to www.davidsirota.com and sign up on the left 

hand side. 
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